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child; he will manage, however, to lay out less on. each
succeeding child that is born to his daughter,
There is another old Vedic ceremony called Ni$kramana
which is now occasionally observed in very orthodox families
on any convenient auspicious day after the forty-fifth.
In the case of a Nagara lady a square portion of the court-
yard, from whence the sun is easily visible, is plastered with
cow-dung and red clay, and on it the sign of the Swastikal is
made* The mother, wearing silk clothes, or absolutely new
cotton ones, throws rice grains on to the square, and then,
taking her baby in her arms, points out the sun to it, and
singing the praises of that great luminary, prays to It for
a long life for herself and her child*
Other Brahman ladies, whose customs permit them to fetch
water, have another ceremony. With them, on any auspicious
day after the forty-fifth, the young mother goes down to the
river, taking with her two small water-pots, some rice in the
husk, and some millet grain. Arrived there, she bathes, smears
her forehead with red powder, and sticks rice that has been
coloured red with turmeric on her forehead, and then xvalks
home, carrying the filled water-pots and dropping rice and
millet from her hands a's she walks*
Some Brahmans observe a special ceremony, when the child
is two or three months old, offering it milk out of a conch-
shell, but this is not very usual now, at least in western India;
nor is another custom much observed at the present day of
the mother touching first her own and then the child's lips with
an areca-nut leaf.
At the time of Holt (the obscene Spring festival), however,
nearly all .Brahmans perform some special ceremonies, The
-Nagara, Indeed, consider the child still somewhat impure until
the first Holl after its birth be passed. On the Holl day the
baby girl or boy is taken to see the Holl fire, wearing round
its throat a necklace of sugar drops. It is then carried round
1 The Swastika is a cross with the arms bent round.